The Believer’s Practical Guide to 21st Century Spiritual Warfare
Week 2: See the Spiritual Behind the Natural

WORD STUDY

12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the
authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the
heavenly realms. Ephesians 6:12

1 While Apollos was at Corinth, Paul took the road through the interior and arrived at Ephesus.

11 God did extraordinary miracles through Paul, 12 so that even handkerchiefs and aprons that had
touched him were taken to the sick, and their illnesses were cured and the evil spirits left them.

13 Some Jews who went around driving out evil spirits tried to invoke the name of the Lord Jesus over
those who were demon-possessed. They would say, “In the name of the Jesus whom Paul preaches, |
command you to come out.” 14 Seven sons of Sceva, a Jewish chief priest, were doing this. 15 One day
the evil spirit answered them, “Jesus | know, and Paul I know about, but who are you?”” 16 Then the man
who had the evil spirit jumped on them and overpowered them all. He gave them such a beating that they
ran out of the house naked and bleeding. 17 When this became known to the Jews and Greeks living in
Ephesus, they were all seized with fear, and the name of the Lord Jesus was held in high honor.18 Many
of those who believed now came and openly confessed what they had done. 19 A number who had
practiced sorcery brought their scrolls together and burned them publicly. When they calculated the value
of the scrolls, the total came to fifty thousand drachmas. 20 In this way the word of the Lord spread
widely and grew in power. Ephesians 19:1, 11-20

“Therefore rejoice, you heavens and you who dwell in them! But woe to the earth and the sea, because the
devil has gone down to you! He is filled with fury, because he knows that his time is short.” Revelation
12:12

“There are two equal and opposite errors into which our race can fall about the devils. One is to
disbelieve in their existence. The other is to believe, and to feel an excessive and unhealthy interest in
them.”

JESUS’ TEACHING

14 When they came to the crowd, a man approached Jesus and knelt before him.15 “Lord, have mercy on
my son,” he said. “He has seizures and is suffering greatly. He often falls into the fire or into the

water. 16 | brought him to your disciples, but they could not heal him.” 17 “You unbelieving and perverse
generation,” Jesus replied, “how long shall I stay with you? How long shall I put up with you? Bring the
boy here to me.” 18 Jesus rebuked the demon, and it came out of the boy, and he was healed at that
moment. 19 Then the disciples came to Jesus in private and asked, “Why couldn’t we drive it out?” 20 He
replied, “Because you have so little faith. Truly I tell you, if you have faith as small as a mustard



seed, you can say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,” and it will move. Nothing will be
impossible for you.” Matthew 17:14-20

Jesus called his twelve disciples to him and gave them authority to drive out impure spirits and to heal
every disease and sickness. Matthew 10:1

18 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to
me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit. Matthew 28:18-19

MODERN EXAMPLES

OLD TESTAMENT STORY

Now the king of Aram was at war with Israel. After conferring with his officers, he said, “I will set up my
camp in such and such a place.”

The man of God sent word to the king of Israel: “Beware of passing that place, because the Arameans are
going down there.” So the king of Israel checked on the place indicated by the man of God. Time and
again Elisha warned the king, so that he was on his guard in such places.

This enraged the king of Aram. He summoned his officers and demanded of them, “Tell me! Which of us
is on the side of the king of Israel?”

“None of us, my lord the king,” said one of his officers, “but Elisha, the prophet who is in Israel, tells the
king of Israel the very words you speak in your bedroom.”

“Go, find out where he is,” the king ordered, “so | can send men and capture him.” The report came back:
“He is in Dothan.” Then he sent horses and chariots and a strong force there. They went by night and
surrounded the city.

When the servant of the man of God got up and went out early the next morning, an army with horses and
chariots had surrounded the city. “Oh no, my lord! What shall we do?” the servant asked.

“Don’t be afraid,” the prophet answered. “Those who are with us are more than those who are with them.”

And Elisha prayed, “Open his eyes, Lord, so that he may see.” Then the Lord opened the servant’s eyes,
and he looked and saw the hills full of horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha. 2 Kings 6:8-17



10 Ways to See the Spiritual Behind the Natural
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HOW IT STACKS

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. Have you ever gotten a sense in your spirit that something or someone was wrong? Did you ever have
an impending sense of danger that turned out to be right (not just general anxiety)? Have you ever

experienced anything close to “spidey-sense”?

2. Look at the ten ways to see the spiritual behind the natural. Which ones are natural for you? Which

ones are the most difficult for you? What other ways would you add to the list?

3. The way you know you’re beginning to see the spiritual behind the natural is that you can name your
battles. Do that for a few minutes as a group, and help each person in your group drill down from the

general to the specific.



